Captain Kevin R. Hempel

United States Naval Reserve
The son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hempel, Captain Hempel was born in Webster, South Dakota.  He earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Sociology from South Dakota State University.  Upon completion of Officer Candidate School, he was commissioned in September of 1981. 

Fleet Assignments - Following commissioning and completion of Surface Warfare Division Officer School, Captain Hempel reported to his first fleet assignment in August 1982 as First Lieutenant in USS RICHARD L. PAGE (FFG 5) followed by Main Propulsion Assistant in USS HALYBURTON (FFG 40).  Following completion of Surface Warfare Officer Department Head School in March 1990, he was assigned as First Lieutenant in USS SAGINAW (LST 1188) during Operations DESERT SHIELD and DESERT STORM.  He next served as Surface Operations Officer in USS GUAM (LPH 9) where he participated in Operation PROVIDE PROMISE in the Adriatic Sea.  His next at sea assignment was as Executive Officer in USS NASHVILLE (LPD 13) in February 1996.  During that time, he participated in Operation SILVER WAKE, the non-combative evacuation of Albania.  In January 1999 he reported as Chief Staff Officer for Commander, Amphibious Squadron TWO where he participated in Naval support to Operations ALLIED FORCE and JOINT GUARDIAN in Kosovo and Operation AVID RESPONSE for Turkish earthquake humanitarian relief.

Ashore Assignments - Captain Hempel attended Naval Post Graduate School in Monterey, CA, where he earned a Masters of Science degree in Manpower, Personnel and Training Analysis in June 1989.  In 1992, he applied for and was accepted into the Training and Administration of Reserves program, which lead to his assignment as Commanding Officer of Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center at Waterloo, Iowa, from August 1993 to November 1995.  He reported to the Director of Naval Reserve on the staff of the Chief of Naval Operations in June 1997, as the assistant for Naval Reserve Manpower Policy.  From August 2000 to June 2002, he was served as Commanding Officer, Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center, St Louis, MO.  His latest assignment was Deputy Chief of Staff for Training, for Commander Naval Reserve Forces Command in New Orleans, LA. 

Captain Hempel’s decorations include:  Meritorious Service Medal with gold star in lieu of second award, Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal with gold star in lieu of fourth award, Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal with gold star in lieu of third award and various unit, campaign and service awards.







