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NAVAL RESERVE ASSAULT CRAFT UNIT FIVE

BOX 555161

CAMP PENDLETON CA 92055-5161

From:  Commanding Officer, Naval Reserve Assault Craft Unit Five

To:    Shipmate

Encl:  (1) Plan of the Month

  (2) Site access tips

       (3) Map and driving directions to Drill Site

       (4) Fact Sheet

Welcome aboard to Naval Reserve Assault Craft Unit Five
(NR ACU-5)!

You have been selected to join the BEST unit in the U.S. Naval Reserves!

Enclosure (1);(2) and (3) are provided to make your transition to NR ACU-5 an easy one.

WHO WE ARE

NR ACU-5 was formed in March 1996 and originally consisted of 45 personnel. We are currently comprised of over 140 reservists from two separate Reserve Center units; NR ACU-5 HQS San Diego and NR ACU-5 Det One, Los Angeles.  The personnel from these two units drill together as one combined organization on drill weekends.

NR ACU-5 Mission:

Provide support to Assault Craft Unit FIVE with fully trained and deployable LCAC maintenance detachments capable of performing Depot level repairs both afloat and ashore.

Subj:  WELCOME ABOARD LETTER

OUR GAINING COMMAND

Assault Craft Unit Five (ACU-5) is nicknamed the “Swift Intruders”. ACU-5 has over 700 personnel assigned to three integrated units consisting of a shore component, sea component, and forward-deployed maintenance detachments in Sasebo, Japan.  ACU-5 was commissioned on 01 October 1983 in Panama City, Florida.  The first Landing Craft Air Cushion (LCAC) #01 was delivered to the Navy 15 December 1984 and is still in service at ACU-5.  The largest deployment of LCACs took place in January 1991 with four detachments consisting of eleven craft reported for duty in the Persian Gulf in support of Operation Desert Storm.  Construction at Camp Pendleton site began in 1985.  The facility encompasses 48 acres with 225,000 square feet of office and workspace to support 45 craft.  The four departments at ACU-5 are Operations, Maintenance, Training, and Supply.

OUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS

NR ACU-5 has won the Readiness Command Region Southwest “Leo V. Bilger” Award 3 times since it was formed in 1996.  The Leo V. Bilger is awarded to units that have achieved exemplary training readiness and contributory support.

WHERE WE ARE

NR ACU-5 drills at our gaining command located on the Marine Corps Base, Camp Pendleton.  If you are attached to the Los Angeles Reserve Center, NR ACU-5 is approximately 80 miles south. Please refer to enclosure (3).

WHEN WE DRILL

Unit Weekend Drill Schedule FY 04

Fiscal Year 2004: 04-05 OCT    01-02 NOV    13-14 DEC    
                  10-11 JAN    07-08 FEB    06-07 MAR
              03-04 APR    15-16 MAY    05-06 JUN

              10-11 JUL    07-08 AUG    11-12 SEP

DRILL SCHEDULE – Also visit our website: www.reserves.navy.mil .

WHAT IS A LCAC

The Landing Craft Air Cushion (LCAC)is a high-speed fully amphibious landing craft capable of carrying a 60-ton payload.  The LCAC is capable of traveling over land and water exposing 70 percent of the world’s beaches to amphibious assault compared to 17 percent with conventional landing craft.  At a speed of 40+ knots in Sea State 2, the “Swift Intruders” make true their motto: ”No Beach Out of Reach”.

WHAT WE DO ON DRILL WEEKENDS

NR ACU-5 mainly provides maintenance support for the LCACs. Working closely with the Maintenance Shore component we provide contributory support to ensure that our gaining command can meet their operational requirements.  In Fiscal Year 2001 our reservist provided over 21,000 man-hours of maintenance support.  Our maintenance support teams are composed of personnel with a variety of ratings such as: BM, HT, IC, ET, GS, EM, MM, FC, and other ratings.
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Subj:  WELCOME ABOARD LETTER

WHAT WE DO DURING ANNUAL TRAINING

NR ACU-5 has spent Annual Training periods at ACU-5, Camp Pendleton (gaining command) and Sasebo, Japan.  In years past, we provided support during Operation Kernel Blitz.  We provided both maintenance and operational support working side-by-side with our active duty counterparts and the Marines.  Our goal in 2002 and beyond is to participate in more overseas amphibious exercises and to continue to provide maintenance support to the forward detachment in Sasebo, Japan.

MESSING AND BERTHING

ACU-5 has a galley on the compound providing three meals a day.  In the event that there is no berthing available at the barracks and you reside outside of the 50-mile radius requirement, you will be assigned commercial berthing at a local hotel.  The room is provided at no charge to you.

POINTS OF CONTACT

	LCDR Mandichak
	(949) 360-8611
	joseph.mandichak@lpl.com

	LCDR Grabowski
	(949) 709-5551
	gregory@grabowki.com

	YN1 Aguirre
	(949) 916-4442
	slash3@mindspring.com

	YN2 Gueste *
	(909) 210-2008
	jagueste@hq.cnrf.navy.mil

	SK1 Estoque **
	(626) 960-5412
	nracu5_estoque@yahoo.com 


*Access to POM on NR ACU-5 website

   ** Contact for berthing

Please contact one of the above personnel BEFORE your first drill with NR ACU-5 and bring a copy of our orders.  We want to ensure your transition into our command is as smooth as possible.  Once aboard you will attend indoctrination, receive Battle Dress Uniforms (Camies)**, and have a shipmate assigned as your running mate.  I am sure your experience at NR ACU-5 will be both professionally challenging and personally rewarding.  We look forward to meeting you as we can add your unique talents and experience to our team.  Again, Welcome Aboard!


R. G. Aguirre


By direction

*BDUs will be issued after performing 3rd drill with NR ACU-5.

Help Tip to Access Unit Site

Site location: 
I suggest that you bookmark/add the URL to your favorites.


*  Steps:
     1. goto http://reserves.navy.mil
     2. Click Commander Naval Reserve Forces Command
     3. Click REDCOM Southwest
     4. Click NMRC Los Angeles
     5. Click NR Assault Craft Unit 5

You will then be on our site. Feel free to navigate your way through the site.

* Here is the way to navigate to the site by searching.

1. In the top upper right corner of the page there is an search area type one of the following: nr acu5 (ALL lower case)

2. click on arrow

3. Click on welcome aboard. (you will see a brief description of our mission)

Encl (2)
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	From Los Angeles
I-405 South to I-5 South
I-5 South to Camp Pendleton
Exit Las Pulgas  Exit
Go Through Gate at Guard Shack
Take First Right onto Stuart Mesa RD.
Drive 3.5 Miles to First Traffic Light
Turn Right at First  Traffic Light
Cross Freeway in to ACU-5 Compound
	From San Diego
Follow surface streets to CA-163
Take CA-163 to I-805 North which merges to the I-5 North.
I-5 North from San Diego to Oceanside
Exit the Camp Pendleton Exit
Go Through Gate at Guard Shack
Drive approx. 1.5 Miles to bottom of hill, turn Left onto Stuart Mesa RD.
Drive 3.5 Miles to Third First Traffic Light
Turn Left at First  Traffic Light
Cross Freeway in to ACU-5 Compound


Encl (3)

Fact Sheet

Please Print (clearly)
	Last Name
	
	First Name
	
	Middle
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	SSN #
	
	Rank
	
	Rate
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	SEX 
	Male     Female

(circle one)
	Date Of Birth
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Home Address
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	City
	
	State
	
	 Zip
	

	
	

	Home Phone
	

	
	

	End of Enlistment (EOS)
	

	
	

	Reserve Center
	


Note: Please Fill out all information and Fax to YN2 Gueste at (509) 356-8475 or e-mail to jagueste@hq.cnrf.navy.mil 

Please Print (clearly)
Encl (4)
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