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RMKS/ 1.  THE PURPOSE OF THIS MESSAGE IS TO ANNOUNCE THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OF THE TREASURY OFFSET PROGRAM (TOP). TOP IS A CENTRALIZED DEBT COLLECTION PROGRAM DEVELOPED BY THE FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT SERVICE (FMS) AND OPERATEDTHROUGH ITS REGIONAL FINANCIAL CENTERS (RFCS). TOP IS A LEGISLATIVELY DRIVEN PROGRAM BASED ON THE DEBT COLLECTION ACT OF 1996. IT IS DESIGNED TO ASSIST AGENCIES IN THE COLLECTION OF DELINQUENT DEBT OWED TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.
2.      AS THE RESULT OF THE IMPLEMENTATION IN SEPTEMBER 2003, DFAS WILL INITIATE COLLECTIONS OF DEBTS FROM NAVY MEMBER'S ON BEHALF OF OTHER FEDERAL AGENCIES. MEMBER'S MAY NOTICE THAT SOME OF THE DEBTS ARE DATED BACK TO 1996, THEY HAVE BEEN HELD BY TOP AWAITING DOD IMPLEMENTATION.  DUE PROCESS HAS BEEN PERFORMED BY THE FEDERAL AGENCY PRIOR TO COLLECTION ACTION.
3.      DEPENDING UPON THE TYPE OF DEBT OWED, 

THE FOLLOWING FEDERAL PAYMENTS MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR OFFSET OR LEVY: 

· TAX REFUNDS 

· WAGES, INCLUDING MILITARY PAY 

· RETIREMENT, INCLUDING MILITARY RETIREMENT PAY 

· CONTRACTOR/VENDOR PAYMENTS 

· TRAVEL ADVANCES AND REIMBURSEMENTS 

· CERTAIN FEDERAL BENEFIT PAYMENTS, INCLUDING SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS (OTHER THAN SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY INCOME), RAILROAD RETIREMENT BENEFITS (OTHER THAN TIER 2), AND BLACK LUNG (PART B BENEFITS) 

· OTHER FEDERAL PAYMENTS THAT ARE NOT EXEMPT BY LAW OR BY ACTION OF THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 

4.      A NAVY TOP DEBT WILL APPEAR AS A 'DS' ON THE MMPA WITH A COMPANY CODE OF D411948. DFAS CAN NOT ADMINISTER THESE DEBTS.  ALL QUESTIONS AND REFUNDS RELATED TO THESE DEBTS SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO THE TOP CUSTOMER SERVICE TELEPHONE NUMBER 1-800-304-3107 OR THE AGENCY COLLECTING THE DEBT, WHICH IS LISTED ON THE INITIAL DEBT NOTICE.
5.      FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES A DATA FILE CONTAINING NAMES AND SSN'S OF AFFECTED MEMBERS WILL BE POSTED TO THE BBS. THE DATASET FILE NAME WILL BE PROVIDED IN A SEPARATE MPA. 

6.      THIS DEBT PROCESS WILL BE INCORPORATED IN THE NEXT CHANGE TO THE PROCEDURES TRAINING GUIDE.// 

