HSL 60 Det 1 Raises Bar in
Counter Drug Operations
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- MAYPORT, Fla.—The * ‘Jaguars” of Helicopter Antisubmarine
_Light Squadron (HSL) 60 Detachment 1, of Mayport, Fla., -

o

_ squadron’ inception a mere three year-s ago.
©  The Jaguars and their aCCompanylng cruiser USS .
Ticonderoga (GG 47) set new records for both drug confiscation

- and prisoner apprehension durlng a single deployment.

The deployment paired the Jagua.rs ﬁrst extended underway
~ with the Ilcond'erogas,_last‘
_© “We're thrilled with the Way the deployment went. Our hard

“work certainly paid off,” said LCDR Scott Gootee, Detachment
15 officer-in-charge. “We are the U.S. Navy’s only Light Airborne
Multipurpose System (LAMPS) MK 11 Seahawk helo Reserve S
'squadron, and we've set the'bar incredibly high for future

- counter-drug deployments ., o o
- In.only six months, the JaguarLTlconderoga team enacted
s, stops of Suspected and illegal smugglers which yielded over -
10 tons ofuncut cocaine and ‘heroin, and the apprehension of
* 29 narco-terrorists. The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration
-est1matea the street value of the seized drugs at well _over $1
blll.].OIl-'.I. A e,
The mere presence of -the ]aguar T1conderoga team

“interrupted countless prc)posed smuggling operations carrying
“drugs and fuel, while helping to secure U.S. borders. As a result,

- the team’ attentive vigilance contributed to the safety and well
berng of America’s citizens. N e

" Many are aware the Navy has been sendlng counter—drug
deployments to the Caribbean and Eastern Pacific for years. .

- However, this was the first time a Navy Reserve LAMPS MK II -
squadron stood at the helm of the air department—those men
and women responsible for the initial detection, identification, .
and p[osecunon of narcotics smugglers. -

_ The detachment met logistical challenges to si'lccessful-ly
. 'ferry both people and rnechan1cal parts to and from the sh1p on
a regular basis. -
Crews remained fresh, 1nV1gorated and alert, always eager to.
- laq.nch to detect. another drug smuggler. E .
~“Achieving full integration between Reserve and active duty
forces is a prlorlty in our theater of operations,” ‘said RADM. -
~ Vinson E: Smith, commander U.S. Naval Forcg_s Sb‘uihern r
Cqmmand “HSL 605 great performance will serve as model for
future deployments.? - T

~. During their deployment the J,aguars flew over 400'hoﬁrs in .

support of Trcond.eroga and Joint Interagency Task Force South.
“LIn u$_ut the Cruise, we all- worke_d u-reltassly to maintain
"'lms ion eqmple.qu and-.fully mission capable rates,” said *

H 605 Commandin Ofﬁcer-'EDK.Jamle Pierce. “In the end =

1|I\Iour efforts‘pa!d. off in Tecord- -setting numbers and recognition "..

. to'match's We are prool'po‘smve the Chief of Naval Operation
_,(LCN‘b) ﬂlq,nﬁa_te for Active Reserve Integration (ARI) is alive an and -
well. Everyone in the Jaguar-Ticonderoga team has rnade me
extremely proud to be a member of the Resel:.ve Navy. This is aD .
.aexample of what serving ones cou is a-l], abdut; T Sl
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returned July 19 from their first extended deployment since the

! .

& A.p||ol assigned fo-the ‘Proud Worrlors of He||copfer Anti-submarine

Squodronql_lgh’r Four Two (HSL-42), Detoehmenf Eight, approaches an =
SH-60B Seohowk he||copter on the flight. deck of the guided missile
~cruiser USS Vicksburg (CG 69). Vicksburg is ossgned to the John.E w0
Kennedy Carrier Strike Group{CSG), Gur:enﬂy-po.l;-'lmpehng iV e
Combined Joint Task Force Exercise (CHF ) Kennedy is one of_,seven
aircraft carriers involved in the Summer Pulse 2004 Exercise. Summér

..Pulse. 20047 the simultaneous deployment of seven aircraft strike™

~ groups (CSCs), demonstrating the ob|||h,aof the Novy to provide cred-
ible combo.t across the 9|ob¢ in five theaters with other U.S., allied,
and codlition -mllltory forces. Summer Pulse is Jhé"'Nbvys ﬂ[st'ﬂeplby‘
ment under its new-F|eet -Resp_onse Plgr\__FR U > %
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A nareo- terronsts,.hgerfos.t boof ‘off the.coast of Cosf&cha 15—t i
chased.by Helicopter Anti- submarine Squoﬁvon J‘ghf HS'll»l.bO Det
One. The smugglers were eventually cq reShart] Forrnch 0\7& tol I\“
Costa Rcoﬁ oufhormes HSL 60 accompanied US'S‘T?C@Q?&F ‘gt& oy
47) during her final and most successfulq.deployrﬁent wh[gl"ﬁ‘ ne‘r&sd -
over one. B‘ll;.o_n doﬂp&wogﬂwacocaméﬁh \'-... B ., S






